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Dear Marist Friends

It’s ironical that Christmas is often a time of conflict and 
family breakdown. This isn’t entirely surprising, given 
the stress that many of us find ourselves under at the 
end of the year. We rush around trying to complete a 
whole ‘to-do’ list before 24 December – finishing work 
tasks, buying gifts, preparing for holidays and festive 
meals and generally packing in a raft of social events. 
It’s all too easy to become tired, frustrated and even 
angry. 

This is why gratitude is so important at this time of the 
year: it prevents us from turning in on ourselves and 
focusing on our pressures and difficulties. We know 
that this is a central aspect of Christmas, we formalise 
it by giving gifts, but it’s more the attitude of gratitude 
that we need to appropriate, not just the external 
forms.

You may know the old short-story The Gift of the Magi 
by O. Henry. It’s about a young couple, Della and 
Jim, who are poor but deeply in love. Tomorrow is 
Christmas and neither has enough money to buy the 
other the present they really want to buy. Jim wants 
to get her a beautiful comb for her flowing hair; she 
wants to get him a chain for his heirloom watch. She 
sells her hair to buy the chain; he sells the watch to 
buy the comb. Although Jim and Della are left with 
gifts they cannot use, they realise the depth of one 
another’s gratitude and the priceless nature of their 
love. O. Henry ends the story with the following:

The magi, as you know, were wise men – wonderfully 

wise men – who brought gifts to the new-born 
Messiah in the manger. They invented the art of giving 
Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no 
doubt wise ones…and here I have lamely related to 
you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in 
a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the 
greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to 
the wise of these days, let it be said that of all who 
give gifts, these two were the wisest. Of all who give 
and receive gifts they are wisest. Everywhere they are 
wisest. They are the Magi.

Hopefully, we are motivated by a deep and profound 
sense of gratitude this Christmas Season…for a 
God who, in his Mercy, gave us a babe to be our 
inspiration…for a young woman who, with courage 
and faith, said her ‘yes’ to the unknown…for all those 
who continue to make the incarnation a reality in our 
own lives. We are the Magi this Christmas.

Thank you to each one of you for your support and 
encouragement, faith and hope this year.  May you and 
your loved ones be blessed abundantly this Christmas 
with the richest gifts of joy, peace and gratitude.

Good wishes to all,

Br Peter Carroll
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In the Christmas story, the role of the angel is pivotal. 
In Luke’s telling, the angel, sent by God, appears 
to Mary, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you” (Lk: 1:26-28). In Matthew’s Gospel, the angel 
appears to Joseph in a dream, dissuading his plan to 
dismiss Mary quietly rather than expose her to public 
disgrace (Mt 1:19-20). In both accounts, a key message 
to Mary and Joseph is ‘Do not be afraid!’ (Lk 1:30; 

Mt 1:20). When we truly join in with God’s plan, and 
partake in God’s mission, there is every reason to be 
afraid. It is challenging. It is demanding. It is a journey 
into the unknown. We surrender! Equally though, if 
we trust the deep inner whisper, where the angels’ 
voices conspire, and allow them to break through 
our bubble of self-interest and safety, we know from 
experience that to partake in God’s plan brings great 
joy, blessings and a fullness of life that otherwise 
remains elusive. ‘Do not be afraid’.

Let us stay attuned to the angels in our contemporary 
world, countering the dominant narrative of 
rationalisation and logic. Let them bring surprise. Let 
them undo our certainty. Let them unleash love in new 
ways. May they stir our hearts and minds to continue 
to see and respond to those who are most distressed 
and in need, and in doing, enable God to be born 
again and again in our midst.  

In his book, Benedictus, John O’Donohue offers 
the following blessing of angels, which provides a 
wonderful Christmas message:

May the Angels in their beauty bless you.
May they turn towards you streams of blessing.

May the Angel of Awakening stir your heart to come alive to the 
eternal within you,
To all the invitations that quietly surround you.

May the Angel of Healing turn your wounds into sources of 
refreshment.

May the Angel of Imagination enable you to stand on the true 
thresholds;
At ease with your ambivalence and drawn to new directions
Through the glow of your contradictions.

May the Angel of Compassion open your eyes to the unseen 
suffering around you.

May the Angel of Wildness disturb the places where your life is 
domesticated and safe,
Take you to the territories of true otherness where all that is 
awkward in you
Can fall into its own rhythm.

May the Angel of Eros introduce you to the beauty of your senses
To celebrate your inheritance as a temple of the holy spirit.

May the Angel of Justice disturb you to take the side of the poor 
and the wronged.

May the Angel of Encouragement confirm you in worth and self-
respect,
That you may live with the dignity that presides in your soul.

May the Angels be your sheltering and joyful guardians.

Every blessing to you and your loved ones in this 
Christmas season. May you have a safe and peaceful 
time!

Mr Joe McCarthy

ANGELS
JOE MCCARTHY | DIRECTOR, MARIST ASSOCIATION Marist ASSOCIATION OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT



The first meeting of the new Council was held at 
Marist Centre Melbourne on Friday, 4 December. The 
only Councillor absent was Brother Michael Green 
who is on leave, writing the third and final volume 
of the Bicentenary History of the Institute. The Acting 
National Director of Marist Schools Australia and 
Executive Director of Marist Ministries, Frank Malloy, 
attended in Michael’s place. Sophie Fenaughty is our 
Minutes secretary.

There had not been a meeting since the Mission 
Council last met in September this year, hence the 
agenda was packed! 

Notable outcomes and significant points of discussion 
included:

•  Joe McCarthy has been appointed as Deputy Leader 
of the Association.

•  Cate Sydes was elected Association Treasurer.

•  Council sub-Committees will be established: Steve 
Byrne will lead Governance, David Hall will 
chair the Communications, Cate Sydes will lead 
Finance and Tony Clarke will manage Formation. 
The next step will be the development of terms 
of reference for each Committee and decisions 
about membership.

•  Approval of the Association’s Statutes – On 8 December 
the General Council voted to formally approve 
the establishment of the International Association 
and local Conferences – Australia’s being the first! 
We anticipate formal Vatican approval within the 
next few months.

•  2016 Council meetings have been finalised. They will 
include an extended strategic planning meeting 

in early March, some Skype meetings and 
meetings in a number of different locations.

•  The need to streamline communications and ensure 
that our approach is effective for a national 
association with a broad membership. This will 
be one of the tasks of the Communications 
Committee. 

•  A Prayer App that Joe McCarthy and his team have 
been exploring. Some templates and proposals 
were evaluated.

•  Reports from MSA, MYM, MSol were considered.

•  Guidelines that will be developed around the 
issue of establishing new Marist Schools.

•  Bernard Kenna, Director of Business Services, 
visited the meeting, presented the 2016 Draft 
Budget and responded to questions. 

•  Options for replacing Nehme Khattar, who has 
resigned as Director of MYM. [Since the meeting 
Br Greg McDonald has been appointed Acting 
Director for 2016].

•  Development of the Association’s Strategic 
Directions: Joe reported on the local meetings 
that had taken place in November and tabled 
summaries of discussions. These will be explored 
further during our extended meeting and help 
us set our directions for the next three years.

•  60 new members were accepted into the 
Association.

•  There will be a Commissioning of Association Council 
Members on the evening of 8 February 2016.

Emotions in and of themselves have no moral value; they are 
neither good nor bad. They are just sirens alerting us of something 
we should pay attention to. If we learn to listen to them instead of 
always obeying them, they can be very good teachers...http://www.
maristassociation.org.au/short-articles/

SPIRITUALInsights
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date claimer!
For those who find themselves in and around Melbourne on 

Monday, 8 February, you are most cordially invited to join the Council 
Members of the Marist Association at their Commissioning Mass:

Monday, 8 February 2016
Mass at 6.00pm, St Ambrose’s Parish

287 Sydney Road, Brunswick VIC

Followed by light refreshments at Marist Centre Melbourne
1 Dawson Street, Brunswick VIC

RSVP by 29 Jan 2016 to Sophie Fenaughty 
e:  sophie.fenaughty@marists.org.au  |  p 03 9389 3100
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movements
Nehme Khattar has resigned as Director of Marist Youth 

Ministry, to concentrate on his preparations for ordination to 

the Diaconate and eventually Priesthood in the Maronite Rite. 

He will join the MLF Team for 2016.

Br Greg McDonald will be Acting Director of Marist Youth 

Ministry for 2016 while continuing to oversee Vocation Ministry 

for the Brothers.

Br Brian Kinsella is moving from the MSol Team in Brisbane 

to Marist Centre Sydney. He will be living in the Eastwood 

Community and working in ICT and communications.

Br Rod Thomson is finishing nearly 20 years in Vocations and 

Youth Ministry. He will be on sabbatical at the start of next year 

before taking up a new ministry mid-2016.

Br Mark Fordyce is joining the MSol Team, based in Brisbane, 

in 2016 and will be working in the area of Volunteers and 

Immersions.

Dr Frank Malloy will complete his term as Acting National 

Director of Marist Schools Australia and Acting Executive Director 

of Marist Ministries when Br Michael Green returns from Leave 

at the end of January. Yes, you read that correctly: Frank was 

awarded his Doctorate from ACU recently. Congratulations 

Frank!

Bernie Boss has retired after nearly 12 years as Principal of 

Newman College Perth, and 48 years in Catholic education. We 

wish Bernie and his wife Judy all the best for the future.

Br Paul Kane is returning to Brisbane next year, and Br Greg 

McDonald is returning to Melbourne. These moves are a result 

of the introduction of Regional Provincial Councillors. Greg 

will be responsible for the South West and Paul for the North. 

Brothers Ken McDonald and Jeff Barrington are also Regional 

Councillors and will be based in Sydney.

The 2015 Remar Team has completed its mission and the 5 of 

them are moving onto other challenges. Cassie Wilmot will be 

staying on as a full-time MYM Assistant whilst we thank Lance 

Newton, Emily Lyall-Green, Jackson Perry and Maddison Whyte  

for their service this year. We look forward to re-connecting in 

2016. The new Team will be inducted in January.

Carl Muir and Gilbert Mein from MYM will be moving on to 

new ventures in 2016. Carl will be heading overseas whilst 

Gilbert will be concentrating on his studies and continuing his 

Youth Ministry role at Penola Catholic College.

mercy || the key word
...following the Mass for the Immaculate Conception and the inauguration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy - Pope 
Francis said...Two things are necessary to fully celebrate the day’s feast, the Pope said first, “to fully welcome God 
and his merciful grace into our life; second, to become in our own times ‘workers of mercy’ through an evangelical 
journey”.  In imitation of Mary, he said “we are called to be ‘bearers of Christ and witnesses of His love’ especially 
towards those who are most in need.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the Pope said, “has a specific message to communicate to us, it 
reminds us that in our lives, everything is a gift, everything is mercy.”  Mary helped us to rediscover “divine mercy as 
the distinctive mark of the Christian...You cannot conceive of a true Christian who is not merciful, just as you cannot 
conceive of God without His mercy”.  Mercy, he said, “is the key word of the Gospel”.  For that reason, “we should not 
be afraid we should allow ourselves to be embraced by the mercy of God, who waits for us and forgives everything.

Rome 8.12.15

pope Francis
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climate change march 
in Sydney
On Sunday, 29 November, Young 

Marists from across the country 

joined 45,000 Sydney-siders, and 

600,000 people around the world, 

in marching for strong action on 

climate change at the upcoming 

Paris climate conference.  We have 

been inspired by the message of 

Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato 

Si, which calls each of us to care 

for our common home and for all 

creation.  As young Marists, we are 

attentive to the urgent needs of 

our time, future generations, and 

those of young people, especially 

the poor who are most impacted 

by climate change. 

Our action is a response  to  Cardinal 

Turkson, the President of the 

Pontifical Council for Justice and 

Peace, who said:  "The message of 

Laudato Si’ needs to be integrated 

into the active commitment of 

citizens who organise to make 

the Pope’s message resonate 

in the halls of power and who 

demand courageous action on the 

part of leaders and negotiators 

in favour of the poor and of the 

planet".  That message has been 

delivered clearly, and with the joy 

and enthusiasm of people whose 

hearts have been stirred. 

Br Justin Golding was featured 

on 9 News, saying: “The climate 

injustice” was also the reason for 

Marist religious brother Justin 

Golding’s attendance along with 

students from Marist high schools.  

“I’m here looking for a change in 

the heart of people,” he told AAP.  

“I work with young people who are 

passionate about climate justice ... 

as a community we need to take 

action, on a personal level, in our 

homes.”  

The presence of several brothers 

was greatly valued by the Young 

Marists. 

More photos can be found at  

https://www.facebook.

com/mymsyd/

posts/968550759881977

Nehme Khattar, Joe McDonald 
and Lucy Murrie



CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2015 FROM SUPERIOR GENERAL BR EMILI TURÚ

We were at the train station in a Chinese city a long 
way from Beijing and relatively close to Mongolia. As 
three Europeans travelling together, we soon became 
the centre of attention for the people there, and they 
did not hide their curiosity. A child of about three or 
four years of age was standing in front of me, staring 
at me wide-eyed. It was probably the first time he 
had seen a foreigner with features so different from 
his own and with a beard! As soon as I smiled and 
waved at him, he started crying inconsolably, to the 
amusement of those around him.

I have the impression that oftentimes some of us react 
like this child, fearing those who are different from us, 
probably because they disrupt our security. 

Some industries and governments take advantage 
of this instinctive human reaction and foster what 
the philosopher Zygmunt Bauman calls liquid 
fear towards those who do not seem to be like us, 
especially foreigners who come as immigrants or 
refugees.

Ironically, it is those people who live in the greatest 
comfort and with the strongest security and protection 
measures in human history who are the ones feeling 
the most threatened, insecure and fearful, more 
prone to panic and anxiety than any other society 
past or present.

Fear is an emotion that protects us from danger. 
However, when it does not stem from genuine risk 
but from our own imagination or from other people’s 
opinion, it blocks us and generates even more fear 
and anxiety. President Franklin D. Roosevelt said on 
the occasion of his inauguration: Let me assert my 
firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear 
itself.

But there are not only those people driven by 
fear. Fortunately many others are not so easily 
manipulated, and understand that people who are 
different are simply human beings seeking a better 
life and capable of enriching the local culture, rather 
than being an ongoing threat.

The phrase do not be afraid appears in the Bible 
more than 100 times literally and, according to 

some authors, more than 300 times if we include 
similar expressions. It would seem that the Lord, in 
his profound knowledge of human nature, wants 
to encourage us not to be imprisoned by our fears, 
but to act with the holy freedom of the sons and 
daughters of God.

We find this phrase in the first pages of the Gospels, 
precisely in relation to the birth of Jesus: Do not be 
afraid. Look, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people (Lk 2:10).

Jesus, born on the outskirts of town because his 
parents were rebuffed when they asked for hospitality, 
was an example throughout his life in his welcoming 
everyone in a friendly and respectful way. His merciful 
heart led him to identify himself with every person: I 
was a stranger and you made me welcome (Mt 25:35).

May this Christmas celebration in memory of the One 
who was born and died on the peripheries enlarge 
our hearts until they encompass the world and help 
us to become fully human!

My best wishes to you and yours. Merry Christmas!

DO NOT BE AFRAID!


